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Get to know the new 

members of Phi Kappa 

Tau Phi Chapter Associ-

ate Membership Class 

90 

Brothers  
Without  
Borders  
P.3 

It is our pleasure to 

give you the second 

installment of Brothers 

without Borders from 

Phi Chapter member, 

Oxford Exchange Par-

ticipant, and Fullbright 

Scholar candidate, 

Khristian Smith. 

Dear Brother, 

 Greetings from Bethany and 

from the Resident Council of Phi 

Chapter! As your new Vice Presi-

dent of Alumni Relations, I thank you 

for your continued support and inter-

est in our Chapter.  

 The Phoenix has a long and 

storied history as a staple of Phi 

Chapter, and true to its namesake, 

disappears and rises again seem-

ingly at random as we see officer 

transitions and new members of 

Resident Council come find new po-

sitions within the house.  As one of 

the principle formatters and editors 

for the recent incarnations of the 

Phoenix under former VPAR Flynn 

Pollard, it is my hope to continue the 

great work done in the past year to 

revitalize the Phoenix and keep 

strong our ties to college and chap-

ter with exciting, punctual, and well 

illustrated communications from the 

Chapter during my tenure. 

 This article of the Phoenix is 

a brief one, highlighting a few of the 

major accomplishments we’ve had 

during the quiet winter months, and 

introducing you to Phi Chapter’s 

newest group of Associate Members 

hoping to attain our ideals as a part 

of our 90th new member class. 

 I hope that you enjoy reading 

this newest article of the Phoenix 

and that it inspires you to renew 

your commitment to the chapter and 

attend one of our upcoming Alumni 

or Philanthropy events.  We’re all 

looking forward to seeing you 

 

Enjoy, 

Tyler Eyerman 

Vice President of Alumni Relations 

Associate Member Class 89 
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State of the Chapter is a 

staple article that gives 

you insight into the cur-

rent workings of Phi 

Chapter directly from the 

chapter President.  A 

State of the Chapter let-

ter will be included in 

every issue of the Phoe-

nix, but it is only a brief 

overview of chapter ac-

tivities.  If you would like 

to know more, we en-

courage you to become 

involved with our alumni 

organizations and attend 

Board of Governors 

meetings. 

ABOUT THE  

AUTHOR

Sam Duvall is a Junior 

Chemistry major and 

current President of Phi 

Chapter.  He also serv-

ing as the Secretary of 

the American Chemical 

Society and works as a 

chemistry lab proctor 

and tutor.   

President 

Associate Member Class 88

Hello Everyone, 

 I am proud to be writing on the state 
of the chapter for the Spring 2014 Phoenix.  
To begin, I am Sam Duvall, president of Phi 
Chapter.  I was elected in the fall of 2013 for 
the 2014 school year.  Since taking over, I 
have seen a consistency of excellence that 
has continued since I joined Phi chapter in 
the spring of 2012.  Since I have been a mem-
ber I have strong leadership that has led to 
great achievements.  The newest achieve-
ment is the addition of a strong new member 
class. 

 This spring we associated eight new 
members.  Those members are Dylan Mar-
tinez, Ryan Harvey, Eric Miller, Andrew Par-
sons, Joseph Faralla, Jesse Lathrop, Nick Law-
ley, and Grant Ashcraft.  This class is already 
setting a very high bar for their future en-
deavors.  They all have taken the bull by the 
horns during their Mark of Distinction pro-
gram.  They have greatly progressed in the 
process of integrating into Phi Chapter and 
what it means to be a Phi Tau man.  It should 
have been apparent that they would be as 
qualified as they are when we began the se-
mester with one of the best rush weeks Beth-
any College has every seen. 

 Rush week consisted of our usual 3 
open events, followed by an open house 
business casual night, and then preference 
night.  Rush Chair Tyler Eyerman decided to 
switch preference night up this year and hold 
it in the back café.  In addition he invited fac-
ulty and Graduate Council brothers who are 

still here at the school.  The turn out was in-
credible.  Every faculty invitee gave a short 
speech on what Phi Tau at Bethany College 
means to him or her.  This was followed by 
showing of You’re Always Wearing Your 
Letters.  It was a very emotional event that 
roused the spirits of Phi Kappa Tau of all in 
attendance.  It was a night that will be re-
membered for a long time.  

 This semester’s philanthropy has 
been in full swing since day one.  Some of the 
philanthropic endeavors of Phi Chapter this 
semester include giving blood to the Ameri-
can Red Cross, shoveled driveways in the 
town of Bethany, took part in the Relay for 
Life at Bethany College and donated $300 to 
the American Cancer Society, and are cur-
rently in the process of collecting clothing for 
the Founder’s Month of Service.  The clothes 
will be donated to the woman’s shelter in 
Wheeling as well as Oxfam.  These undertak-
ings are keeping the strong philanthropic ties 
this chapter has exhibited over the years. 

 This chapter has always been an as-
set to the Phi Kappa Tau fraternity no matter 
our size.  We consistently succeed in our 
deeds no matter the size.  We take on each 
task with a zeal that cannot be matched.  We 
challenge everything around us and try to 
make the world a better place, one day at a 
time.  We strive to make each other better as 
well as those around us.  I am very proud to 
say that I am the president of one of the 
greatest chapters in the Phi Kappa Tau frater-
nity today. 
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Brothers Without  Bor-

ders is an article  show-

casing some of the study 

abroad opportunities that 

make a Bethany College 

experience unique.  In 

each issue we will be 

introducing you to a new 

brother of Phi Chapter 

who has taken a leap 

across boundary lines 

and carried the mission 

of Phi Kappa Tau with 

him out into the world. 

 

ABOUT THE  
AUTHOR 

This month’s author, 

Khristian Smith, has re-

cently returned from 

spending a semester 

abroad at Oxford.  Khris-

tian is a shining example 

of Phi Chapter’s scholar-

ship, being a Fullbright 

Scholar candidate, a 

Rhodes Scholar candi-

date, executive member 

of the Writer’s Club, and 

candidate for English 

senior fellow, among 

many other notable hon-

ors. 
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A warm September afternoon with few, low 
clouds.  Air traffic controls hum.  A Virgin 
Atlantic flight taxis.  A brief sleep later 
and...dawn.  London, 6:58.  I rush through 
Heathrow International, scurry through cor-
ridors.  Three months’ worth of luggage 
haul behind him.  I find my coach docked at 
the last bay in the station, climb aboard and 
drowsily watches the countryside appear 
and fade in the early morning mist.  One 
and one-half hour later, Magdalen tower 
and the city of dreaming spires emerges out 
of the fog over the River Isis.   
 
Thus began my journey into Oxford. 
 
As a freshman at Bethany, I began looking 
into study abroad early.  I had not been 
outside of the continental United States 
and college promised to remedy that.  I 
worked for two years with Dr. Elizabeth 
Hull, Dr. R. L. Martin Chair in English, in or-
ganizing and applying for studies in Eng-
land.  I decided to attend the University of 
Oxford.  In March 2013, I received notice 
from Bethany that my abroad standing was 
accepted and the Oxford Study Abroad Pro-
gramme confirmed my studies in English 
Literature 1642-1740 and Existentialism in 
July. 
 
At Oxford, all students are required to 
choose a constituent college as their place 
of residence and learning.  Every college 
operates through its own governance.  Col-
leges house students, provide them private 
libraries for reading and organize their tuto-

rials.  The University holds lectures, ensures 
each college provides pupils with the neces-
sary requirements for their courses (what 
we in the United States call Majors) and 
writes and oversees student examinations.  
However, a primary difference in the Ox-
ford education is the tutorial. 
 
In the United States most universities and 
colleges educate students through lectures 
and classes; however, at Oxford and Cam-
bridge, instructors educate pupils based on 
a system called tutorials.  Instructors, called 
tutors, assign reading lists which contain 
several pieces of primary and secondary 
readings for any given week.  The student 
reads the material, supplies their own re-
search and writes an argumentative essay 
detailing what they examined.   
 
Essays and problem sets (maths and logic 
assignments for mathematicians, econo-
mists and logicians) are delivered to their 
tutors once every week.  Tutors and stu-
dents then sit together one on one in col-
lege for an hour discussing the research, 
arguments made and where or how the 
student may improve.  While undertaking 
tutorials, students are also required to sit 
lectures detailing their particular academic 
field.  Therefore, especially in English and 
Literature studies, it is not uncommon to 
find lectures with only thirty listeners.  Fur-
ther, it is not uncommon to find oneself 
taking tutorials from a professor outside of 
your particular constituency.   
 



 

For the better part of three months, I 
studied as an associate member of New 
College, one of the University’s 38 con-
stituent colleges, but my tutorials took 
place at St. Hugh’s College (English Lit-
erature 1642-1740) and Mansfield Col-
lege (Existentialism).  Further, my main 
source of academic research came not 
from New College’s library nor the 
countless other libraries at Oxford; ra-
ther, I read from the major University 
library:  The Bodleian.  Established in 
1602 by Sir Thomas Bodley, the Bodlei-
an functions as the main research li-
brary of the University and is used sole-
ly as a reference library.  The eleven 
million plus books, manuscripts, and 
other documents within the library may 
not be removed.  Therefore, the library 
requires readers swear an oath of alle-
giance wherein they promise never to 
remove any items, damage them in any 
way or kindle within the library any 
flames.  The latter pledge is a dated 
promise which forbade scholars the use 
of candles for their late night reading.   

 
Oxford divides its school year into three 
terms of eight weeks of intensive study:  
Michaelmas, Hilary, and Trinity.  Mich-
aelmas officially opens the academic 
year and Freshers (what we in the Unit-
ed States call freshman) begin joining 
academic and social clubs and organiza-
tions.  The University of Oxford has over 
800 student run organizations from a 
society for bibliophiles to clubs for para-
gliding enthusiasts who take termly sky-
diving trips off the Swiss Alps.  Athletics 
also play a crucial role in Oxford’s 900 
year-old history.  A consistent rivalry 
with Cambridge means seeing lots of 
Oxford Blue on days with cricket, bas-
ketball and rugby matches.  When not 
competing against other English univer-
sities, Oxford players compete in intra-
mural games at their colleges.  Each 
Michaelmas, colleges like Christ Church 
and Magdalen hold regattas on the Isis 
near their parks and the Harry Potter 
Society cooperates the University’s offi-
cial Quidditch team. 
 
What I enjoyed most about Oxford was 
its way of snaring you.  The city is a 
daze.  Colleges just exist, 
erecting from the ground 
at an instant.  You turn a 
corner and the facade of 
some 700 or 500 year old 
building explodes in to 
sight.  There is no meth-
od.  The city just is.  The 
Isis divides it and every-
thing is approachable by 
walking.  Bicycles whistle 
and spin from Botley 
Road to St. Aldates.  Con-
stant coaches to London 
depart from Gloucester 
Green hourly.  There is 
this strange paradox of 
complete order and abso-

lute dissonance that make it more fan-
tasy than reality.  Perhaps this explains 
why it was the setting of Philip Pull-
man’s fantasy series His Dark Materials 
or the home of The Inklings.  For what-
ever reason, though, I (like many) fell in 
love with it.   
 
The advice I give anyone is take the op-
portunity to go abroad!  If not Oxford, 
then somewhere.  See the world and 
treasure it because three months will 
never be enough.  All you will want is a 
reminder.  You will miss the tea at 
breakfast with milk and sugar cubes.  
You will crave chicken and chips with 
chili sauce, salt, and vinegar at 4:00 in 
the morning.  You will hear wind rustle 
through boughs and think about walk-
ing along river docks, feeding Mallards, 
and letting English sunlight kiss your 
face.  You will even miss the rain storms 
when it seemed that the world was a 
wetland.  But I promise you will love 
that because these remind that, one 
day, you will go back. 
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Bethany College was my Number One choice col-

lege after my first recruitment trip here for the swim 

team.  Now knowing if I wanted to go Greek in the 

beginning of my Freshman year, I always enjoyed 

the company of Phi Kappa Tau.  I never felt like I 

was being recruited, but rather that every brother I 

met opened up to me and therefore I was able to 

open up to them.  Phi Kappa Tau has become my 

home because the brothers have the most respect 

and pride for themselves than any other fraternity 

on this campus.  I know I100% that I have made 

the right decision joining. By Kelly Faralla 

I am a firefighter and swimmer from a little town called 

Penns Grotto in the glorious state of New Jersey.  I came 

to Bethany College as an excited young swimmer ready 

for a great season.  We ended the season 7-6, Bethany’s 

best record in about 20 years.  I personally ended the 

season in the top 16 in the 200m backstroke, and set a 

personal record breaking a 1 minute time in the 100m 

backstroke.  I am glad to have been a part of the Betha-

ny team that broke 13 school records.  In addition to 

swimming, I am a volunteer firefighter for the Bethany Volunteer 

Fire Department, which keeps me busy between swimming and studying.  I am 

glad to be a part of A.M. 90 and look forward to meeting more alumni in the years 

to come. 

By Grant Ashcraft 
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After attending the same small school for 9 years, I 

felt a little lost when I first arrived at Bethany.  I was 

yearning for familiarity, something to remind me of 

my life back home.  That’s when I discovered Disc 

Club, and like man Phi Chapter Phi Taus before me, 

it was through Ultimate Frisbee that I was introduced 

to and became interested in this fraternity.  Almost 

immediately I could sense the immense amount of 

respect and pride the brothers had for their letters 

and for each other.  It was something I wanted to be-

come a part of immediately.  I’m a biology/pre-dental major 

from York, PA.  I’m a drummer and I’m considering picking up a minor in Botany. 

By Jesse Lathrop 

I joined Phi Kappa Tau for the brotherhood, an extend family 

that could help me with the bad times and build memories with the 

good. Even from the beginning, when I didn’t even think about join-

ing, Phi Tau has been a friendly face and treated me with respect. 

When I looked at them I saw that they were all about having a great 

collage experience while also making sure academics and studies 

came first. Another reason I joined was for the fact that they stay connected even 

after you have graduated from this school and start a life off somewhere else, they 

continue to be a great network and try to continue to help out their brothers and this  

is something that I wanted to be a part of. 

By Eric Miller 
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Phi Kappa Tau, from the first encounter I had 
with them on campus, I knew this would be the 
place that I would belong. While it may be cli-
ché to say that someone will feel an indescriba-
ble bond to his or her fellow members of a 
house, I would have to agree with it. I’m a com-
puter science major, who is also Vice President 
of the Japanese Culture Club at Bethany Col-
lege. Both of these should be enough evidence 
that I am built for being a loner, or so I thought. 
The brothers of Phi Kappa Tau have brought 
out so much of my personality in only one se-
mester so far, and taught me so much about 
how I actually am. The main reason that I even 
remotely became interested in joining was be-
cause I felt welcomed. All of my life, I have 
strived to find somewhere that I can say, I be-
long. And I feel that in Phi Tau. 

By Nick Lawley 

My first few weeks at Bethany were very qui-

et.  I kept to myself because I was only fo-

cused on my education.  As the year went on, 

I wanted to be a part of something bigger.  I 

was truly missing my family and when I came 

up to Phi Tau for the first time, I found it.  Peo-

ple were doing separate activities but bond-

ing.  They cared for and respected one anoth-

er.  I’ve never been counted out by a single 

brother and I’m happy I chose to be a part of 

something that makes me proud to associate 

with.  Phi Kappa Tau; My Home. 
By Ryan Harvey 
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Brotherhood, Diversity, Trust.  These are just some 

of the few very important reasons why Phi Kappa 

Tau is the fraternity for me.  Brotherhood was in-

stantly recognized with my first encounter with Phi 

Kappa Tau.  They immediately accepted me and 

made me feel like a part of the family.  Diversity 

was very clear throughout the house, many differ-

ent walks of life and personalities that are a part of 

Phi Kappa Tau.  Men that you would never think 

would be close are close in this fraternity, this 

meant a lot to me.  Trust is a big thing in any relationship.  

Phi Kappa Tau makes it easy to give and receive trust that is genuine, trust makes 

me feel secure and easy to be myself. 

By Dylan Martinez 

I came to Bethany College to play lacrosse.  

When I first came to Bethany I had no intentions 

of going Greek.  My plan was to focus on my aca-

demics and my athletics.  But after a semester of 

college I had decided to participate in Economics 

Club and I began looking into Greek life.  I joined 

Phi Tau because this house is full of genuine peo-

ple who believe in the spirit of brotherhood.  

These men understand what it means to take 

pride in everything they do; this is represented by 

the Woolery Cup, which we hold so highly, anoth-

er reason that Phi Tau appealed to me., 

By Andrew Parsons 



9 

 
We hope you enjoyed this issue 

of the Phoenix.  For more infor-

mation about the information in 

this article, or for Phi Chapter 

events, please contact  

Tyler Eyerman at  

teyerman@bethanywv.edu 

or use the mailing into printed 

below. 

 March 28 2014.  Celebrate Brotherhood, Fatherhood, and Family with 

Resident Council at the Wheeling Nailers game against the Toledo Walleye.  

Tickets are $13.50 per person.  Also enjoy $1 beer night and a FREE Play-

er Poster giveaway for the first 2500 fans. 

This Year’s Spaghetti Dinner fundraiser is currently scheduled for Sunday, 

April 13 at Bethany Memorial Church starting at 5PM.  Bring your family out 

and support a good cause! 
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