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Chili For Children 

Please help us raise money for Serious Fun 

Children’s Network by participating in our... 

Chili Cook Off! 

Chili will be 
judged on taste! 

This event is tentatively scheduled for November 1. 

The tasting will begin at 1 p.m. and end at 5 p.m. 

The venue will be the Bethany Community Church. 

Please bring your friends and families as you com-

pete for the crown of BEST CHILI AROUND! 



 

 

  Name: Ryan Harvey 

Major: Accounting 

Sports: Swimming and Diving 

Hobbies: Working out and play-
ing disc. 

Executive Position: V-PAR  

 

Red Bison Week 
P.4 

Originally organized 

as a campus im-

provement project by 

the 88
th
 Associate 

Member Class, Phi 

Chapter’s Red Bison 

Week focuses a 

week of the semester 

on learning about 

Sexual Assault 

Awareness and Pre-

vention Methods.   

 

 

Transition Into 
Brotherhood P.7 

Andrew Parsons 

from AM 90 will 

share his experience 

with you as he talks 

about his transition 

into the fraternity. He 

knows first hand, 

what it takes to suc-

ceed in Phi Chapter. 

 

 

Dear Brother, 

  

 Greetings from Bethany and from the Resident Council of Phi Chapter! 

As your new Vice President of Alumni Relations, I thank you for your continued 

support and interest in our Chapter.  

 I’m extremely excited to start this semester as your new Vice President of 

Alumni Relations. This will be my first semester in the house and my first Execu-

tive position. During my time as your V-PAR, I hope to push this position to its 

peak. As a member of AM 90, and Phi Chapter in general, I promise you all that 

I am trying to give this fraternity as much as it has given me. Phi Chapter is 

pushing hard for Maxwell status this year. Wish us luck!  

 I would like to take this time to thank every single alumni from Phi Chap-

ter. Every single alumni, has left their mark on this chapter in some way. So I 

invite you to read through this new issue of The Phoenix. I certainly hope you 

find what we have written and created to be both engaging and informative of 

the current culture, So read on, dear Brother, and get ready for a wonderful new 

year for our Fraternity. 

 

Yours in Phi, 

Ryan Harvey 

Vice President of Alumni Relations 

Associate Member Class 90 

Letter from the Editor. 
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STATE OF THE 
CHAPTER 

State of the Chapter is a 

staple article that gives 

you insight into the cur-

rent workings of Phi 

Chapter directly from the 

chapter President.  A 

State of the Chapter let-

ter will be included in 

every issue of the Phoe-

nix, but it is only a brief 

overview of chapter ac-

tivities.  If you would like 

to know more, we en-

courage you to become 

involved with our alumni 

organizations and attend 

Board of Governors 

meetings. 

 

ABOUT THE  

AUTHOR 

Samuel Duvall is a 

Chemistry major and will 

be graduating at the end 

off this academic year. 

As seen in the photo, 

Brother Duvall loves 

food! But don’t let the 

picture fool you. He is 

extremely active in the 

weight room and the 

classroom. Brother Du-

vall stays busy as the 

chapter’s President and 

is fully dedicated to Phi 

Chapter. It will be tough 

to find an outstanding 

President like Brother 

Duvall.  

          

State of the  
Chapter 
By Samuel Duvall 

 This semester at Phi Chapter has brought a renewed spirit and vigor to the chapter house 

that is already beginning to come out.  Many things have already begun to take place this semes-

ter that began in the spring semester.  Last semester, a Greek Coalition descended on Bethany 

College to review the Greek system as a whole and begin to devise ways to better it.  At the be-

ginning of the semester all the houses received the results.  The school also gave us plans of ac-

tion to breakdown what is expected of each house in the short term.  Middle and long-term goal 

plans will follow this semester.  We have already begun to implement some of the goals such as 

incentive programs for brothers showing exemplary in the classroom and the brotherhood.   

 This semester has also brought challenges.  We began the semester poorly.  No Resident 

Council members attended convention this year, wasting the time and money of alumni who work 

hard to make it easier on Resident council to send members to national events.  We have begun 

to build trust once again by coming up with a formal plan for more national event exposure includ-

ing increased participation in Regional Conferences and during the fraternity’s National Month of 

Service.  We also will be holding a Building Men of Character weekend here at Phi Chapter from 

October 17-18.  We are looking forward to this, as it is a great way to continually reinvigorate 

brotherhood bonds and focus on the goals ahead of us.   

 Already this semester we have added two members to our chapter.  They are currently 

going through the Mark of Distinction program.  Along with the fall class, we have begun our rush 

efforts for the spring.  Our first event yielded 15 freshmen that stayed past the two hours the event 

lasted to stay and hang out with us.  I was pleasantly surprised to see 15 new faces after returning 

from my night class.  We have got a head start on recruitment and it can only bode well for us.   

 Looking ahead the school is trying to align itself in a way that helps the Greek Life at Beth-

any.  It will be interesting to see how it changes over these next few years.  I know that Phi Chap-

ter will be able to adapt and continue its excellence.  We will continue to look to the future and rest 

at ease knowing that Phi Chapter is heading in the right direction. 

 

Yours in Phi, 

President Samuel Duvall 

Associate Member Class 88 
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Matt Sipos 

Major:              Religious Studies 

 

Minor:                                 German 

 

Executive Position:         Secretary 

 

Year:                                               Junior 

 

Highest Influence:                      Jesus 

We Truly Care About The Bethany Community. 

Philanthropy  

Fair 

 

This art icle is 

dedicated to Matt 

Sipos, a Kalon 

Scholar and 

brother of  Phi 

Kappa Tau,  that 

wanted to raise 

awareness on 

campus about 

Greek Life’s 

many chari table 

events and con-

t ribut ions.  Whi le 

making the fai r 

informat ive, 

Brother Sipos 

managed to make 

the event abso-

lutely fun to al l  

that  at tended.  

His many contr i -

but ions to the 

Chapter and the 

Bethany commu-

nity, make us ex-

t remely proud to 

cal l  him one of 

our own.  

           

 

 

     The Philanthropy Fair was a project that was undertaken by junior Mat-

thew Sipos. The event served as an opportunity for the campus, especially 

freshman to get to know the services that different groups on campus do 

throughout the year. The fair was held on Richardson lawn and had various 

campus groups set up both raising money and awareness for each of the vari-

ous philanthropic efforts. Groups that attended were able to participate in small 

yard game challenges for the chance to win donations from Bethany’s Student 

Activities Council directly towards each Philanthropy. 

 Brothers Edward Hansell and Ryan Harvey were able to accomplish win-

ning $50 after two rounds of Can Jam, an easy set up yard game similar to disc 

golf. Brother Harrison Rightmyer was able to also win another $30 while playing 

ladder golf. A total of $625 was raised during the fair and donated to various 

charities. I feel that this event brought great exposure to good causes.  
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ABOUT THE 
CREATOR 

Brother Khristian 

Smith is known by 

many as one of the 

most brilliant stu-

dents on the Betha-

ny campus. On top 

of his fantastic phi-

lanthropy work, 

Brother Smith has 

headed the Red Bi-

son Week with ex-

traordinary enthusi-

asm and  has given 

much of his time to 

try to develop the 

community into a 

place of safety and 

sexual awareness. 

Brother Smith also 

traveled to Oxford 

University and stud-

ied there during the 

Fall semester of his 

Junior year. After 

returning to Betha-

ny, Brother Smith 

has returned well 

cultured and brought 

back of form of lead-

ership that stands 

out among the 

crowd. Thank you 

Brother Smith for 

your tireless efforts 

to better Phi Chap-

ter.  

 

 

Red Bison Week 

Phi Kappa Tau Phi Chapter 

Hosts Highest Attended 

Red Bison Week To Date! 

In Spring 2012, Phi Chapter began hosting Red Bison Week.  

The project was a weeklong series of events on Bethany’s campus, 

focusing on sexual assault awareness and prevention methods.  

For the last several years, the Chapter has continued to host 

events.  The Chapter has successfully organized five Red Bison 

Weeks thus far — Spring 2012, Fall 2012, Spring 2013, Fall 2013, 

and Fall 2014.    

 The initiative began as a campus improvement project by the 

newly initiated class of 2015 and correlated with April’s Sexual As-

sault Awareness Month.  Phi Chapter has since worked with Betha-

ny College Student Life and in partnership with other campus or-

ganizations to provide educational opportunities and student discus-

sions, culminating in the week events held each year.  The program 

focuses on sexual assault law and statistics, personal experience, 

and prevention methods like bystander intervention.  Students are 

given opportunities to discuss their concerns and opinions an open 

and friendly environment to generate  
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                            Red Bison Week P.2 

 a change in rape culture and devise executable sexual assault prevention plans.  

 This year, the Brothers of Phi Chapter hosted their fifth Red Bison Week in early 

September.  The events hosted were:  

Tuesday, September 2, 2014 — The Law, Interpretation, and Sexual Assault.  

Guest speakers discussed rape and sexual assault laws and statistics.  The event was 

followed by a Q & A.    

Wednesday, September 3, 2014 — “Be That Person.”  This by-stander intervention 

program was designed to empower students to be active in preventing sexual assaults 

on campus.  "Be that Person" provided students with skills to intervene in social situa-

tions and keep people safe.  

Thursday, September 4, 2014 — First Responder Stories.  Students and faculty 

shared their personal experiences being first responders.  The panel aimed at discussing 

how students should respond if they become a first responder, but also showcased the 

very emotional and very human reality to sexual assault.  

Friday, September 5, 2014 — “Take back the Night.”  Students met at the fountain 

demonstrate their support for survivors of sexual assault and to commit themselves to 

preventing sexual assault on campus.  Time for personal stories and a memoriam closed 

the night's event.  

 Phi Chapter successfully hosted its most attended Red Bison Week with support 

from Malorie Porter, Director of Student Engagement and Responsibility; Dr. Elizabeth 

Hull, Dr.— Next Page 
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                            Red Bison Week P.3 

Robert L. Martin Chair in English Literature and Professor of English; Dr. John Hull, 

Professor of Psychology; and Dr. Katrina D’Aquin, Director of the First Year Experience 

and Chair of the Department of Psychology.  Approximately 48 students attended the 

earliest panels and Red Bison Week concluded with over 33 attendees at “Take back the 

Night.”  When the program first began, average attendance was set in the twenties; now, 

the program has extended beyond an insular Greek audience to the general campus, es-

pecially the freshman class.  It is the Chapter’s hope that the initiative will continue to 

provide sexual assault information and prevention tactics.  

 Phi Chapter will continue with its Red Bison programming next year, but, mean-

while, the Chapter hopes to host a campaign on safe sex practices.  The Chapter will al-

so sell red thread bracelets to raise money for the Red Thread Movement, a philanthropy 

project designed to end sex trafficking.  Final dates for this are to come.    

 Contact Brother Khristian Smith at ksmith@bethanywv.edu if you are interested in 

assisting with the Red Bison Week program, The Red Thread Movement or any other 

questions. 
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ABOUT THE 

AUTHOR 

 

Andrew Parsons is a 

Sophmore at Bethany 

College and a member 

of AM 90. He is pas-

sionate about weight-

lifting, lacrosse, and 

his loving girlfriend, 

Erica. He spends a 

great portion of his 

time either training for 

sports or hitting the 

books hard in the 

chapter room. Brother 

Parsons continues to 

impress the men in the 

house with his off-beat 

quirkiness and hilari-

ous southern charm. 

Life in the house simp-

ly would be bland with-

out this jokester 

around.  

 

Transitioning Into 
The Brotherhood   

 Beginning the process of becoming a Brother of Phi Kappa 

Tau, I wasn’t sure what to expect. Being that I am the first member 

of my family to attend college, I was already in the dark regarding 

college, let alone Greek life. I had been to Greek parties, but they 

only show a glimpse of what is involved with joining a fraternity. 

Thanks to my Brothers, I became aware of what is involved with 

being a successful student and a successful man. 

 When I began the process, I was not entirely sure if I even 

wanted to be in a fraternity, but throughout the eight weeks of my 

Associate Membership, the idea of being a brother to the men I 

was not spending every day with grew on me. Before I decided to 

rush Phi Tau I only knew a handful of the Brothers, mostly from 

sports and organizations on campus I was involved in. But as I 

started to meet all of the Brothers, I knew these were the men I 

wanted to spend the next four years of my college experience 

growing around. My Brothers all share the same goal as I, to be-

come something more, to be exemplary. To me, a fraternity is a 

place where men of similar character can push one another in or-

der to help each other grow not only as students, but as men.  

        When I chose to rush Phi Tau, my friends were surprised. 

They expected me to join Delta Tau Delta because at the time it 

seemed to fit my character. And that is the reason I chose  

We asked a new member 

of Phi Chapter to describe 

his transition into the 

house and Greek life.  
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Transition Into Phi Kappa Tau P.2 

to practice. But when I committed to come play lacrosse at Bethany 

I did so with the intention of being a better student-athlete than I 

was in high school. No more would I skip homework because we 

came back from our game late. It was time to crack down and start 

fresh with two of my former high school teammates. I could rein-

vent myself, and joining Phi Tau was a huge step in my plans to do 

so. Being surrounded by men whose primary focus was to win the 

Woolary Cup seemed like the environment I needed to be in, in or-

der to achieve my goals.  

        Looking back to last February when I accepted my bid, I re-

gret nothing. If anything, I owe more to this fraternity than I could 

ever give back. This house has begun to mold me into the man I 

could only dream of becoming just a few short years ago. Looking 

towards the future, I cannot even begin to imagine what the next 

three years of my life are going to create for me, but thanks to Phi 

Tau, I now know that I will become an ideal example of a man of 

character.  
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LEADERSHIP 
ACADEMY 

Leadership Academy is 

one of the experiences 

that is funded by our 

Harvard Red and Old 

Gold Club Educational 

Endowment Fund.  If you 

are interested in helping 

more brothers of Phi 

Chapter have an experi-

ence like Jesse’s, email 

info@pktphichapter.org 

to find out how you can 

join HROG 

 

ABOUT THE 

AUTHOR 

Jesse Lathrop is a mem-

ber of AM 90 and a 

Sophmore majoring in 

Biology at Bethany Col-

lege. Brother Lathrop is 

very enthusiastic about 

Phi Kappa Tau and is 

fully committed to the 

morals and principles 

that every brother  

stands by. He is current-

ly the Rush Chair for Phi 

Chapter.  

On Leadership 
Academy 
By Jesse Lathrop 

Brother Jesse Lathrop was se-

lected as AM of the year and was 

given the privilege to attend 

Leadership Academy. 

 When the end of the semester rolled around and I received the news 

that I was going to Phi Kappa Tau’s Leadership Academy, I was a tad bit 

skeptical as to whether or not I would actually enjoy the three-day seminar. 

It was going to be my first time experiencing our fraternity on a national 

scale, and although I was eager for my first non-local Phi Tau venture, I was 

slightly unsure as to how easily I would be able to hit it off with my brothers 

from around the nation.  

 When the day of departure came, everything was going smoothly. I 

had made my flight with plenty of time to spare, and aside from a quick lay-

over in Newark, the flight to Cincinnati was quick and easy. That was of 

course until I decided to check my email and realized that all flights were 

supposed to be booked for Dayton International, not Cincinnati. After a brief 

half hour of slight panic and frantic phone calls, I was relieved to hear that 

the airport I was almost stranded at was nearby a brother from our Beta Be-

ta chapter at University of Louisville. After not even an hour of waiting, Aa-

ron from Beta Beta arrived and we were on our way to Leadership Acade-

my. I didn’t know it at the time, but the forty-five minute or so drive to the 

academy was a foreshadowing to the amazing week of brotherhood ahead 

of me. I had never met an active brother from any chapter other than my 

own  
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Leadership Academy P.2 

at this point in time, so I was extremely excited to discuss the similarities and differences between our 

chapters. It was at this point in the experience that I got that first beaming rush of excitement for the weekend 

ahead of me. 

 Something that really surprised me about my experience at the academy was how much I 

learned and legitimately grew as a person from that simple weekend of seminars. I realize it sounds cliché to 

make such a statement, but it is genuine in its entirety. Throughout Leadership Academy, the biggest and most 

important thing I learned was to have the confidence to speak up and voice myself, something I have always 

struggled with – especially around people I have just met. This asset was crucial for me to learn as I was elect-

ed rush chairman for this current semester, something that was looming over me at the time. The various exer-

cises and activities we did, all amongst strangers who could find unity around one central bond, truly brought 

out the best in me and allowed everything I had learned about myself and my chapter to solidify within me. I 

met a plethora of awesome guys who I would never have had the chance to meet had I not gone to Leadership 

Academy. I went on an adventurous nighttime hike with guys from Beta Mu and Gamma Lamda chapter, I trad-

ed my am87 bid night shirt for a 2004 Delta Beta chapter rush shirt, and I’m even organizing a small group to 

go visit our epsilon beta brothers at WV Tech -- all things that never would have happened had I not gone to the 

academy.  

 Overall, between the lessons I learned regarding how to better myself and my chapter, and the 

social aspect of meeting all kinds of brothers from different chapters, I could not be more thankful for the oppor-

tunity that Phi Kappa Tau, Phi Chapter granted me in allowing my participation at Leadership Academy.  
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Chinese Food Pre-
pared The Way It 
Should 

 

Three wonderful Chinese ex-

change students decided to cook 

for the brothers of Phi Chapter one 

Saturday night this semester. They 

said that Phi Chapter made them 

feel comfortable and they wanted 

to do something nice for us. The 

students prepared handmade 

dumplings filled with either beef, 

chicken , or vegetables. They also 

made chicken wings that were 

extremely tasty.  You can catch 

anyone down in the basement of 

Phi Kappa Tau Phi Chapter any 

day now, playing Ping Pong. The 

brothers of Phi Chapter have 

adopted these young men as life 

long friends. They are a pleasure 

to have and a delight to be around. 

Thank you gentlemen.  

  

   

Tony Long, Neal Tan, and Thomas Liu planned a night for Phi 

Kappa Tau Phi Chapter that will never be forgotten. The students 

listed above decided to cook for the Brothers and show their apprecia-

tion to the chapter for being kind to them. The Chinese exchange stu-

dents made dumplings and Chinese chicken wings among other good-

ies.  

This unique event let the Brothers of Phi Chapter get to know 

the foreign students on a deeper and more personal level. They 

shared cooking tips and unique stories of their native country. Ping 

pong was an extremely good time at Phi Chapter during this event. 

The competitive level of the sport rose quickly when the Chinese ex-

change students started demolishing every oppo-

nent that lined up for a match.  

These gentlemen will be around Bethany Col-

lege for their entire college experiences. Phi Chapter 

has expectations of bidding these individuals during 

the Spring semester.  

 

Chinese 
Exchange 
Students 

International night 

at Phi Chapter was 

a great success! 

11 



  

 I spent my last semester in Germany through Bethany’s exchange pro-

gram.  I was gone from March until August; I studied for a month in Berlin and four 

in Heidelberg. During my time in Europe I met a lot of people from all around the 

world, and shared experiences with them that I never thought I would’ve had. 

While I was there I was forced to try new things and open my mind to new opinions and ideals. Upon my return from my 

five months abroad, I can truly say that I returned a different man. One of the key factors that allowed this growth in diversi-

ty was the foundation that Phi Kappa Tau had laid for me.  

 While I was in Germany I kept the spirit of brotherhood with me, this helped me overcome my challenges and guid-

ed my way. I knew not only that I represented myself and my parents, but everyone of my brothers back in the states. This 

drove me to be receptive to every experience so that I could spread my shared traditions and values that Phi Tau had pol-

ished and expanded for me.  
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Drake Goes To Germany! 

Drake Duncan studied in Germany 

during last Spring semester. He 

took the spirit of brotherhood to with 

him and he states that it has helped 
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Brothers And Bowling! 

Please join the Brothers of Phi Kappa Tau Phi Chapter in a night of 

pizza and bowling! We want this to be a night of brotherly bonding 

and fun that gives us a chance to reunite with our alumni and show 

them the great men Phi Chapter continues to build.  

 

This event is tentatively scheduled during the last weekend 

of November. Venue has NOT been selected yet but will be 

close to the Bethany community.  

 

Questions? Contact V-PAR Ryan Harvey. 317-601-5889 




